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WHEN LOYOLA BECAME CO-ED 


By Lorraine McGuirk-Flaherty 


This is International 


Woman's Year and the Alumnus 


pioneers who ended Loyola's all-male tradition. 


Curiosity, resentmentand—or indif- 
ference were some initial reactions of 
Loyola men students when they found 
two women had infiltrated their male 
bastion in the fall of 1959. Thencame 
labels like husband-hunters, social 
climbers, or ‘‘just one of the boys”. 

That first year for day student pion- 
eers was traumatic. Loretta Mahoney 
who entered the second year 
engineering programmesays, ‘‘l was 
grateful to get into the engineering 
programme. | knew | was being 
tolerated, that my motives were in 
question. | didn't want to confirm the 
male students’ suspicions of me, so 
| deliberately kept a low profile. | 
socialized only in clubs that combined 
academics with social activities.” 

In contrast Gabrielle Paul, also an 
engineering student in 1959 and 10 
years older than her classmates, found 
the first year “a ball’. She says, 
"| could go anywhere | wanted; 
was spoiled rotten’”’. 

By 1962 there were four womenon 
campus. The two additions were 
Stefanie Derewecka and her sister 
Mary. 

For two girls who were eventually 
labelled ‘the most powerful womenon 


campus’ "’, says Stefanie, ‘‘that first 


Wine and Cheese 
Party Cancelled 


The annual Wine and Cheese Party 
and Fashion Show scheduled for 
Friday, February 14 has been can- 
celled. Location and catering prob- 
lems lead the Alumni Board of Direct- 
ors to forego this year's event. Plans 
are being discussed forasimilar party 
next year. 


year was tough. Professors treated 
me like one of the boys - one even 
called me Stevie-Boy. Classes were 
huge and there were never any other 
girls in my courses. As to social life, 
the students were timid aboutasking us 
out. There were dances, but always 
in conjunction with Marianopolis.” 

In 1963-64 there were 35 women 
at Loyola and they formed the first 


Women's Association. Mary Derewecka 


was its first president. The group, 
considered a protective |eague by the 
men, organized annual shoe shine 
days and teas. 

“My last year, 1964-65, was the 
best’, says Stefanie. ‘There were 
150 of us. We knew everyone on 
campus and were being asked to join 
male clubs. We participated in Home 
coming Events, Carnival, Freshmen 
Reception; we were cheerleaders for 
the football team, and we were active 
in all the on-campus societies.” 
Extension Department offered no re 
sistance to women 

Two years before the women day 
students began struggling for accept 
ance, male students in the Extension 
Department made the transition to co- 
education without resistance. In 1957 
the Loyola Extension - now the Even- 
ing Division - opened its nightcourses 
to women, and the event went practi- 
cally unnoticed. 

Geth (Agatha) Coolen, a Maritimer 
who had come to Montreal in 1949, 
was one of the first to enroll in the 
Bachelor of Commerce programme. 
‘When | arrived at the College there 
were no facilities for women’, says 
Geth, ‘‘but we were well treated by 
both professors and students. No 
allowances were made in class be 


i? 


cause we were women. 
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Loyola Women cont'd 


If women enrolling in evening 
courses at Loyola failed to cause a 
stir, itwas probably duetothe''mature 
student’ nature of the Extension De 
partment. Most of the women were 
working, a fact that made them accept- 
able in the classroom. 

Marie Boyle, a teacher who re- 
turned to college in 1960 to complete 
the last two years of her B.A., re- 
members only one incident where 
old attitudes prevailed. ‘One of my 
professors told me my place was at 
home”, says Marie. ‘He claimed 
education was for men, and that | 
was taking a man’s place at the 
College." 


Loyola in 1966 - Women en masse 

By the time this writer entered 
first year university in 1966, going 
to Loyola was like going to any other 
co-ed school. There were 568 women 
on campus that year and | was com- 
pletely unaware that the first women 
had undergone any struggles for ac- 
ceptance. 

The Women's Association had 
broken up into two sororities active 
in all sectors of campus life. The 
timidity surrounding social life in the 
early ‘60's was gone. The ratio of 
men to women overwhelmingly 
favoured us and we madeevery effort 
to use it. There were innumerable 
dances, beer bashes, football and 
hockey games including a women’s 
varsity hockey team. 

The cafeteria was the official meet- 
ing place for on-going and up-coming 
romances. Many days were spent 
playing bridge, drinking coffee and 
talking in that noisy, overcrowded 
building. 

It was only after | had interviewed 
the first Loyola women that | discover- 
ed that two years before my arrival 
women were very much theoutsiders. 
| find it hard to believe it was the 
same Loyola | knew. 


Women’s struggles no obstacles to 
careers 

The pioneer women at Loyola do 
not consider themselves suffragettes. 
They chose Loyola because it offered 
the education they wanted. If initial 
attempts at recognition were difficult, 
they were not obstacles to future 
careers. In fact, all the women in- 
terviewed, claim they would do it a- 
gain. 

Loretta Mahoney opted out of en- 
gineering in favour of an MBA which 
she obtained last year. She is an 
analyst in technical planning and re 
search at Petrofina’s Headoffice. 














Connie Broden is a member of the 
Loyola Sports Hall of Fame and Team 
Captain of the Loyola Grads hockey 
team. The team will participate in 
the Sorel Intermediate Hockey Tourna- 
ment, March 1 - 2. Broden isthe only 
hockey player to play on a world 
amateur and world professional 
championship team in the same year, 
1958. He was with the Whitby Dunlops 
and the Montreal Canadiens. 






Gabrielle Paul Douglas worked at 
Loyola for two years as a research 
assistant in the Geology Department: 
obtained an MSc from McGill; and 
is now the accountantat Century Plaza 
Limited, the administrative office of 
Place Cremizie Complex. 

Geth Coolen was working at 
Imperial Oil when she began taking 
courses atLoyola. She has been with 
the company’s accounting office for 
30 years. 

Mrs. Marie Boyle completed her 
B.A. in English and History in 1964. 
She then taughtthe English 211 course 
at Sir George Williams for six years. 
Mrs. Boyle also has an ‘‘A" diploma 
from St. Joseph Teachers College. 
This year she is taking it easy, pre- 
paring a move to a farm she and her 
husband, Tom, bought in Glengarry 
County, Ontario. 

After her BSc at Loyola, Stefanie 
Derewecka went to St. Joseph Teachers 
College in 1965-66 to take a Bachelor 
of Education. She teaches at John F. 
Kennedy High School, Montreal 
North, and is working on an M.A. 
in education administration at State 
University of New York. She plans to 
do a doctorate there. 

Mary Derewecka is vice-principal 
of studies at Montreal's William Hings- 
ton Comprehensive. 











Courses 
for 

Every 
Taste 


The Loyola Centre for Continuing 
Education is offering topical courses 
this term for the serious-minded. 











"Great Books’’, a recurring series 
beginning February 4, is a six week 
course co-ordinated by Brendan 
Cavanaugh, Philosophy Department, 
Loyola Campus. Two sessions will be 
devoted to an analysis of Alder’s 
“How to Read a Book" with the 
remaining four sessions involving 
studies and critiques of “Great Books"’ 
selected by class members. ($25) 

“Modern Political Ideologies’ - con- 
servatism, liberalism, socialism, com- 
munism and racialism - will be 
discussed in an eight week course 
starting February 12. Course leader 
is Dr. Bhikhu Parekh, a visiting pro- 
fessor from the University of Hull, 
Yorkshire, England, in the Political 
Science Department, Loyola Campus. 
($35). 

“Problems of Our Day” will 
examine some of the _ issues: al- 
coholism, drugs, education, violence, 
inflation, bilingualism and bicultural- 
ism. Authorities from the Loyola and 
Sir George campuses will lead the 
discussions. Starting Tuesday, Febrvu- 
ary 11 for 6 weeks. ($10) 


“Moral Crisis of Our Times’’ puts 
practical emphasis on moral di- 
lemmas, marriage and the family, 
business ethics, society and sub- 
cultures. Beginning February 17, for 
6 weeks, it will be given by Dr. Jack 
Morgan, Philosophy Department, 
Loyola Campus, along with faculty 
members from the Sociology, Political 
Science, Philosophy, and Fine Arts 
Departments. ($10) 

For those geared to hobbies and 
crafts, the Centre offers Jewelry-Mak- 
ing, Typing, Shorthand, Yoga, Interior 
Design, Book-binding, Batik and 
Design, Outdoor Gardening, Draw- 
ing—Painting, and other practical 
courses. 

Certificate courses in Management, 
Journalism, Commercial Art, Dress 
Designing and Pattern-Making, and 
French Conversation, also continue. 





A Memorium: 


Dr. Arthur Donohue 


Dr. Arthur Donohue, well-loved 
and former president of the Alumni 
Association died in mid-January. He 
leaves his wife, Allison Donohue, a 
member of the staff of the Assistant 
to the Rector, Loyola campus, Con- 
cordia University; five children; and 
13 grandchildren. 

Dr. Donohue entered Loyola High 
School in 1919, was graduated from 
the College in 1928 with an Arts 
degree. His degree in Dentistry was 
from McGill University, and he 
practiced for over 40 years in the 
Drummond-Medical Building in down- 
town Montreal. 

Dr. Donohue was an outgoing man 
who made friends easily. He was 
president of the Alumni Association 
in 1946-47. On the occasion of 
Loyola’s 75th Anniversary, he was 
a member of the CBC-TV Loyola 
Alumni panel for a documentary on 
the college’s history discussing the 
“old'’ Loyola. He was also past presi- 
dent of the Montreal Dental Club, 
the Montreal Optimist Club, and one 
of the founders of McGill's Newman 


Club which started December 15, 1929. 


The following is a transcript of the 
Loyola College Yearbook of 1928 on 
Dr. Donohue: 

“He could distinguish and divide 

A hair ‘twixt south and southwest 

side."’ 

- Butler 


“Art first graced the time-worn door- 
steps of his Alma Mater in 1919. 
Since then he has more than held 
his own in both studies and athletics. 
As Vice-President of the Scientific So- 
ciety, his words of wisdom demanded 
an admiration from his class-mates 
that could not be withheld. When he 
repaired to his laboratory no one 
dared disturb him forfear that thegods 
in their wrath would dole out ven- 
geance mercilessly, for it was ru- 
moured that Art was fathoming a 
theory that would divide the mighty 
atom. For amusement and exercise, 
Art engaged in the noble sports of 
Lacrosse and Hockey. As a Lacrosse 
player he excelled. He is also a 
hockey player of great ability, and the 
speed and accuracy of his shots from 
his usual position at right wing are 
surprising. For all his endeavours, 











they say he has adopted but one 

motto: ‘Justice is not dead, it is only 

sleeping, and it is my duty to wake it 
up’ =, 

Activities: K.I.1.Z., '24-'26; Secretary, 
‘27; Junior Hockey, ‘24; Junior Foot- 
ball, '26; Scientific Society, Vice 
President, ‘27; Lacrosse, ‘25-‘27: 
Chairman, ‘28; Class Baseball, ‘25- 
‘28; Class Hockey, ‘25-‘28; Senior 
“At Home Committee, " ‘28. 


At the Donohue family’s request, 
friends may make donations in Dr. 
Donohue’s name to the Alumni Asso- 
ciation. 


Dear Sir, 
After reading Mr. Lartigue’s nostal- 
gia article in the Christmas number of 
the Loyola Alumnus, | started to dig 
in my souvenirs of the Loyola | knew 
in the early twenties. | found the 
photo and program | include in this 
letter. It might and might not interest 
you but as a record of our life at 
college in those days it is quite pre 
cious. 
Sincerely yours, 
Jean Paul Lemieux 
2008 Dickson 
Sillery, Quebec 6 


Note: Jean Paul Lemieux is perhaps 
the greatest painter among leading 
Canadian artists today. He was grad- 
vated from the Loyola High School 
in 1925. 






Nostalgia Pieces Bring Response 






Concordia’s 
Place 
in Quebec 








Following is excerpted from the 
rector’s statements in the Suburban: 





“The English language community 
should insist on the maintenance of 
Concordia and McGill Universities 
which complement and compete with 
each other and which will provide 
a stronger guarantee of continuing 
English-language education in the pro- 
vince."’ (Each has an enrollment of 
approximately 16,000 full-time equi- 
valent students) 

Dr. O'Brien would not predict what 
affects, if any, Bill 22 will have on 
Concordia. ‘We're still trying to find 
out what Bill 22 means. We will 
have to deal with the outside world 
in French, but this will mean no great 
change since we've been dealing in 
French with the government for some 
time now anyway... . 

“We are now at the end of the 
period of rapid university expansion 
of the 50s and 60s, insofar as we 
can see. Enrollment will, at best, be 
stable and may dropin the nextdecade 
for a wide variety of reasons including 
the fact that completion of CEGEP 
is a logical stopping place for many 
students. The merger has come at 
a particularly crucial point in time.” 


























































'72 


Martha Lipov has completed a Mas- 
ter’'s Degree in Sociology from 
McMaster University. 


Patricia Gallivan, studying at Dal- 
housie University Law School, is rank- 
ed among the top ten in her class. 


‘71 
Brian Poirier has joined the Plant 


Engineering Department, Bell Canada, 
North Bay, Ontario. 


‘70 

Gerald F. Graham has received a 
Master's Degree in International Af- 
fairs from Carleton University. His 
thesis was entitled “The Canadian 
Arctic Waters Pollution Prevention Act 
of 1970 and the Concept of Self- 
Protection”. 


Silard Hedrei has obtained a 
Bachelor's Degree in Civil Engineer- 
ing from Ecole Polytechnique, Uni- 
versiteé de Montréal. 

‘69 

Robert Loewen is Co-ordinator, Com- 
modity Marketing, Falconbridge 
Nickel Mines, Toronto. 


Michael Saunders has been appointed 
Regional Planner with the Ontario 
Department of Housing, Toronto. Mike 
received a Master's of Science Degree 
in Planning from the University of 


British Columbia, 1971. 
‘66 


Dr. James Guy received a Ph.D. in 
Political Science from St. Louis Uni- 
versity. He has returned to Canada 
after a three year leave of absence 
to the United States and is Assistant 
Professor of Political Science at the 
College of Cape Breton. Patti Guy 
(nee Talarico ‘68) is a social worker 
with Children’s Aid of Sydney, Nova 
Scotia. They have two children. 


‘62 

Robert J. Wiseman is a Geotechnical 
Engineer with Canac Consultants on 
assignment in Brazil. 


‘54 

Dr. Hugh J. McQueen, Professor of 
Mechanical Engineering on the Sir 
George Williams Campus, has been 
awarded a $5,000 grant from The 
American Society for Metals, Founda- 
tion for Education and Research. The 
grant is towards the production costs 
of an educational film on dislocations 
in crystals. 


ALUMNEWS 


garnish the Loyola campus. 


‘53 

Rev. John W. Peladeau, S.J., former 
Superior of the Jesuits of Ottawa, 
completed a doctoral internship in 
Clinical Psychology at Ottawa Uni- 
versity, 1971. He is on the staff at 
Ignatius College, Guelph, as a psy- 
chological consultant and a director 
of the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ig- 
natius. 

‘48 

Maurice Scarpaleggia, A Director of 
the Loyola Alumni Association, has 
been appointed Director General of 
Vanier College. 


'39 
Paul A. Ouimet, Q.C., M.C.L., was 


made a Director of the Montreal City 
and District Savings Bank anda Direct- 
or of Liquid Carbonic Canada Ltd. 


Births 


Cook, to Robert ‘62 and Wadad, a 
son, Sharif Douglas, October 10 at 
the American University Hospital, 
Beirut, Lebanon. Brother to Dima 
Vanessa. 

Hughes, to Wayne and Lise (nee La 
casse ‘66) a daughter, November 8 
at the Royal Victoria Hospital. 

Katz, to Robert ‘64 and Sandy, an 
adopted daughter, Sara Leanne, June 
1974. Sister to Eric. Robert has 
been transferred from Vancouver to 
Toronto by Arthur Andersen & Com- 
pany to continue as a Manager in 
the tax division. 

Nielsen-Jones, to lan ‘71. and Linda 
(nee George) a son, Christopher 
James, December 21 at the Grace 
Hospital, Ottawa. 

Lacasse, to Louis ‘72 and Michelle 
(nee Prieur) a son, December | at 
the Santa Cabrini Hospital. Louis re 
cently received his C.A. 


Catch ‘Em While You Can: While Downtowne 
goyle population on Drummond and other downtown streets, Loyola campus 
photog Imre Muranyi captures the magic of one of the many frilly faces that 
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Marriages 


Lorraine Marguerited’ Entremont’69 

and William Edmund Evens Jr. were 
married November 2 in Loyola Col- 
lege Chapel. 










Fransois Filion '72 and Janis Lynne 
Larter ‘72 were married October 12 
in Loyola College Chapel and are 
living in Montreal. 












Danielle Lacasse ‘68 and Michael 
Brien were married August 31 in 
St. Michael the Archangel Church. 








Frank Tingle ‘74 and Vikki Barberini 
‘74 were married August 31 in St. 
Brendan's Church. Frank is Super- 
visor of Marketing Services, Carpet 
Division, Armstrong Cork Industries 
Ltd., and Vikki is Director of Social 
Services, Grace Dart Hospital. 









GRADUATES OF 50’s, 60's, 70's 
FOR 
1975-76 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 








WANTED: Graduates willing to serve 
on the 1975-76 Alumni Board. If you 
are interested in influencing future 

Alumni programs contact the Alumni 
Office by March 1, 1975, 482-0320 
Local 402. 










The ‘Loyola Alumnus’ is published 
9 times yearly by the office of Alumni 
Affairs in concert with the Department 
of Development. 

Editor 

Loyola Alumnus 

7306 Sherbrooke St. W. 
Montreal, Quebec 

H4B 1R7 







Enquiries: 








